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Your 2 cents 
Get Involved In 
local stories. 

We're looking for 
people to talk 

about 
ALCOHOUSM. 
Do you have a 

story to share about 
alcoholism for an 

upcoming series In 
The Saratogian? 
Call 583-8711. 
e-mail news@ 
saratogian.com 

or select the 
"news lip· e-mail at 
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583-8729, ext. 2 6 

mnlcosia@saratoglan.com 
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583-8729. eXl2l8 
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Paul Tackett, 

The Saratoglsn 
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Rep. Chris Gibson. R-Kinder 
hook, has again voted not to 
extend three key provisions of 
the Patriot Ad 

Gibson was among 26 House 
Republicans, inclucling eight 
GOP fre hmen, who la t week 
joined Democrats in defeating 
the bill . 

On Monday night, the House 
approved a lO-monLh extension 
of lhose provIsions with a 
27ii-l44 vote. The bill now move 

Hea thy minds, 
healthy bod-es 
Third-grade students in Joanne 

Sharp's class at Dorothy Nolan 


Elementary School learned about 

physical health during the Food, 


Fun and Atness program 

on Monday. 


Below, during a review of the 

food pyramid, stUdents demon­

strate how protein gives them 


strong muscles for Julie Curren, 

~H program educator for Comell 

University Cooperative Extension 


of Saratoga County At right, 

MIchael Donaldson checks his 

pulse to gauge his heart rate. 
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defending our cherished way of 
life, and w must alway remain 
vigilant in our mis ion to protect 
our freedom . AJ-Qaeda and 
affiliated terrorist networks 
remain an existential threat to 
the United States and all free­
dom-loving nations around the 
world. From my seal on lhe 
Armed Services Committee, I 
will work lirelessly to better 
organiz to neutralize and 
defeallhallhreat." 

However, Gibson said he 
believes some elements of the 

said. 
"We must s tay within the con­

fine of the Conslilu ·on. particu­
larly the Bill of Rights and the 
Fourth Amendment," he said. 
"Going forward. the Patriot Act 
must be revised to ensure U.S. citi­
zens are protected by our constiLu­
tional rights. The executive branch 
must be checked, and 1believe the 
provisions of this act must Call 
within the jurisdiction of the For­
eign hltelligence Surveillance Act 
(FISA> Court and the process for 
obtaining warrants should comply 

court order each tim ' they n ed 
to change the location, phone or 
computer that needs to e mOlu­
lored 

Another provision aUows lhe 
FBI lo apply to the FISA court to 
issue orders granting the govern­
ment access to any angible 
items in foreign intelligence, 
international terrorism and clan­
destine intelligence cases. 

The third provision closes a 
loophole that could allow individ­
ual terrorists nol affiliated with 
specific organizations to slip 

'"--___Newstor_____ 

efit from a rganization to con­
solidate h a dquarters and 
streamline procedures to better 
ensure that information on poten­
tial threats is processed quickly, 
appropriately and effectively," 
Gibson ald. "Doing more with 
less is a central misslOn of this 
Congress. and we are capable of 
a more effective naLional security 
at less cost" 

Reach Paul Post at ppost@ 
saratogian.com or 583-8729, 
ext.218. 

Shooting 

victim 
accused 

of assault 


MALTA - Jerson D. Var­
gas, the victim and key wit­
nes against Fred Clark J r ., 
who was convicted of shooting 
Vargas earlier this year foJ­
lowing a drug-fueled party, 
was arrested Jan. 31 following 
a domestic incidenl at the 
Budget Inn on Route 9 in 
Malta. 

Vargas, 33, waS charged 
with third-degree assault, 
unlawful imprisonment and 
criminal obstr uc ti on of 
breathing or blood circulation 
after he allegedly punched his 
girlfriend and tried to strangle 
her. He is accused of restrain­
ing lhe victim when she tried 
to escape. 

During Clark's trial, Vargas 
was in a wheelchair, and it 
wa. said he might never walk 
again. At one point he testified 
on the hardships of being in 
the wheelc hai r. However, 
when arrested Vargas was out 
of the wheelchair, according 
to corrections officers. 

"Only jf the infections COD­

tinued or if the femur bone 
neglected to regenerate would 

I Varga face the ri k of being 
confined to a wheelcha ir or 
amputation," said Alan Porem­
ba, the pro ecutor in the case. 

"The prognosis for J erson 
Vargas a t the time of trial was 
that he should be able to walk 
again, but with a pronoun ed 
limp. That was the best-case 
scenario and the most like 
ly one," he said. 

Vargas was remanded t o 
lhe Saratoga County J a il to 
await trial. 

- B)I Lucian Mc 

Michele 'Little Dipper' Keller 
and Dawn Oe ch 

Who are you? 
Dawn Oesch. 1 own the Candy Company of 

Saratoga Springs. 

What i tbe bigge t eUer for Valentine's 
Day? 

Chocotate-covered ·trawberries. We sell 
thousands and thousands of them. 

When did you start getting orde for 
Valentine' Day? 

We started getting orders in the last week of 
January. but we don't really start getting an 
influx tmtillhe 12th. 13th and 14th. And we'll 
have people knocking on our door after we 
close at 8. It's the biggest day of the year for 
us . 

Where do you get most ofyour customers 
from? Saratoga Springs? 

Definitely, we're a hometown kind of store. 
We wouldn't be bere without our locals, 
Wilton. Milton and Saratoga Springs - really 
all of Saratoga County. 

Why do you think people like Valentine's 
Day? 

I think it's about someone being caring 
enough to give you a valentine. It doesn't mat­
ter wbere - it's the thought that counts. 

- By Lucian M(,'{~arty 

Do you know an ifLteresting person tn 
Saratoga County who would be perfectfor 
our Five Questions feature? Contact one of 
our reporters at 583-8729, ext. 213. 216, 218 or 
219. To see more 5Wprofiles online, go to 
www.saratogian.comiLife. Past profiles can 
be found btJ searching for "SW." 

www.saratogian.comiLife
http:saratogian.com
mailto:mnlcosia@saratoglan.com
mailto:lmccartY@saralDglan.com
mailto:edonohue@salatoglan.C()m
http:saratogian.com
wmcconkey
Highlight


