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SPORTSMAN PROFILE 

By Paula Piau 
S~ oc1te Editor 
Ballston Spa, N.Y. - It',; kind 

f the way It's always been. 

He's always hunted. fibhed 
nd trapped. For as Long as hl' 
un remember, ht!' work'd 
vith kids. For Bill Schwerd, it 

a. jUfll nat-u I that tho e t\v 
",orlds collided . 

"It'-; a hentclgc for e. " said 
"" tlln time portsm<ln educa­
'on In.,truc! rand ew York'!'> 
- H Shooling Sporls Pmgram 

rdinator. 'Tm the third gl'n­
ration 01 hunter cd inslructors; 

~ ldest ~{ln b the f urth gen­
rati n." Hi family': inv llvc­
lellt has spanned the hi. tory ot 
nnter edul:alion In New York, 
11(' il 194'1 in >ptlon . 

Eor Schwerd, however, it's not 
~e uf imply "keeping lhe 

tring . Iliv~." He's involved 
ecausc he truly enjoys his work 

- .1I1J hi ... 11\lhbie - alth, ugh the 
'n blurs regularly A >cu ­
i\'e dlft'clof 01 Lornell 
(loperati Ii' E tl n lon's 
arilt ga Cou 111, office, 
'hwcrd ha had the opportuni­

..' t.u bring the outdO(lrS to kids 
hr lighollllh' Capita l Regilln. 

"I think it's important," he 
il 'S \,f h ,utdl)(lr youth dev J­
pmcnl pr grams. HI grew up 
unting and fishing and lrap­
ing and r want I p <l l> it on. 1 

s mentored bl!for we v n 
nc"" what the wor W.lS and 

or Schwerd, shooting sports program is 


Bill Schwerd teaches another group of youngsters about the 
great outdoors. He's been a driving force behind New York's 4­
H Shooting Sports Program for over 30 years. PMlo provided 

now, lf I.OUr!'>!:!. ii' the th1l1g. " 

chwerd is hopin;r to brin ~ 
lhe outdoors to kidt; who just 
110'\ ha\'e the sam p orruni ­

li 'S he did. here an, a lol of 
kid,., who have no one to t.lke 
them n thai first rabbit hunt r 
to hI) net that IIr l fish. nd 
it's only the hands-on experi ­

n e tha t will givt! them a rea­
Int. keep 'oming ba 'k. 

"Thev can all walch thl' Ollt­

d 'r~ on Tv, but thai J >('sn't 
pu t a reall<;Uc spin on things. 
You can go out and get a spike 
or a doe, but according to (the 

TV hunters), if it's n t a 10­
point, why both >r?" he aye;. 

Rather than sit cll.k and 
wring his hand , S hwerd put 
hi!-. hands t U', helping reate 
Nc,.., York's 4-H Shooting Sports 
Program. Tagg11lg.Jl nf. with 
Ron Howard ..s a C Hnell 
Cooperative E t I1!Hon photog­
ap H~r, he att~nded the imtial 

mganizalional ml·eling. host·d 
by the Natl nal RIll 
Association, in 1979. When 
C rn II was hort on ... taff for 
the program, Ihey lurned t 
Schwerd. It has, of course, 
grown over the years and nov. 

graduates over 200 students 
annually, whether it be a.rchery. 
traditional rifle r muzzleload­
er~. About 40 of the stale's 52 
countie have shooting sports 
programs in variou,> stagec;: 
s me are truggling, some ilre 
going very welt and others ilrc 
ju ·t starting, 

"In the last three to four years, 
the hl.1 ting ·port· have really 
t ken off," "aid Schwerd, 
adding lhat it's nol nl!c . anly 
in lhl' countie. you would think. 
"Tn e teuu n .'IllJ tliego 
counLi~s, for inlilanc£. Y IU 

wuuld havl' thought there 
W uld e big pr gram. therl', 
hut there you can g I ut.side 
your back dour and plink a can, 
'0 they are less ukcly in need of 
a program " 

All of thIS With on ly a part­
time ( ne d y il \-veek) paid sldff 
memb'r "" ho as a. a liais n 
with the COlmUes. "It's aU vol­
unte r·/' says Sellw rd. 

fh 5t' volunleers, however, 
aTen't !-.lowing down. 1hey ilfe 
pulting logether a Super 
Saturday for w()mf'n; pulting an 
al!-h·male leadership tl!anl 
l\)geth r to h .Jp wom.m learn 
b ut Ih> outdoors They are 

also sLili plugging awa . at low­
l:ring th big-gam hUnhng a~e 
Lo J::! (ir m the current 14 
which, when it was legaliud 
was a major VIC'tOrv for sport ­
men in New Yo rk, but is ~ t ill 

ids'stuff 

on of the highest legal hunting 
age in the country). They ar> 
also continuing to provide more 
outdo r opp rtunioe!; f r peo­
ph: of all ages. 

Schw rd I now lookln for 
way to lle hiS lwo programs 
togelher - 4-H Shooting Sports 
and Hunter d. 

"The 4-H program provides 
the in formation bOll t ':ihooting, 
and then the menlur ,.;an take 
them hunting," he said . "We've 
tarLed bnnging lh . kids bal.:k 

dfter the hunt In talk ab ut 
things SUCL I m <l!iured by 
gettmg out and participating. I 
r member 'ouple llt' kids 
couldn't g hunting, so they 
went fishing instead. They came 
back with photos dnd tone " 

And as lime gOl! on, more 
and mor uutdoor groups are 
beginning L w rk togelh r, 
HI toricaUy, rod and gun d ub 
have been reticent to help the + 
H program, fearing that the two 
lVt're in competition wilh each 
other for the vOllnger set. 

"They're seeing that we're aU 
in this togelher, trying to help 
our sport They 'ct' the Iods as 
lhe rutUn> and are ~ing proac­
lIve. helping us With range lime 
and ammunition," .lid 
Schwerd. "J '"'QuId h tp tl a 
with all ~hnl i-; Ii ing on with 
DEC, all the grOLlpS in the state 
ould pulllo~ ther. 

But even with th.., dubs' help, 
there' . alw&1. a shortage of 
dull inlere ed - or gua]jfjed ­

to hclp I lle I g£on..>rnoon. 
"The outdo r... seems to have 

kipped a generahon," he said. 
"The parents quit hunting when 
they were 16 and now have kids 
who see the gun in the cabinet 
and are saying '1 want to hunt.' 
But thl' parents haven' t done 
anything in years. W~re putting 
the parents in classes, as well. 
and they are telling- us that they 
are learning a lol." 

Schwerd alld his colleagues 
are w rking On a c rtifi ati n­
type program fllr adull mento :. 
"We' re puttm.g together an l'du­
cational uutlme f r a pr gram; 
h pdully making people feel 
more omfortable about leavmg 
th eir kids with mentors," he 
!>aid. 

And, too, he says there is a re­
birth of rls 111 fhe a rea of 
hun er ·ducation. ntey ~ see­
ing an increased in terest in peo­
ple bccollllOg in ' tru tor . The 
intel'{;' t i evident at the ann a1 
Sportsman Educators program 
in BaUston pOi ~ach January. 

cilwcrd hosts the stal 's 
instructors and DEC official 
once a year - for Imost 25 years 
now - for a day o f discussion 
and education. 

"It give b th . ides a chance 
to get together and ask ques­
tions of each other," he says. 
"We've had a. many as 47 ou ­
ties represented t one LIme and, 
for the largebt gathering, there 
were between 325 and 350 peo­
ple," 

It's a lot of hard work, getting 
people outdoor"'. But he still 
finds the time to ge l oul there 
him. df. Deer hunting and trap­
ping are hi favori pastimes, 
and he stiU likes the occasional 
pond Jumpshoot for ducks. Of 
cour e, he Iso t'njoys sma ll 
game sud, a grouse and w d ­
cock. He doesn't fish as much as 
he once did, but there's only . 
many hours in a day, u ally 
not en ough, 

For Bill Schwerd, it' kind of 
alway_ b en that way. 
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