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New York              

Saratoga County  

FSA Office 

50 West High Street 

Ballston Spa NY, 12020 

 

518 885-6300 x2  phone 

518 884-9101 fax 

www.fsa.usda.gov/NY 

email:steven.ropitzky@ 

ny.usda.gov 

 

Hours 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.  

 

Saratoga County Office        

Staff: 

Farm Programs 

Steven A. Ropitzky, CED 

Joanne Scoville, PT 

 

Farm Loan Program 

Rebecca DeSorbe, FLM 

518 692 9940 x2 

 

County Committee 

Albert LaRue, Chair 

Patricia Wood, Vice 

Chair 

Chris Koval, Reg. Mem. 

 

County Committee 

Meetings 

Generally the first 

Tuesday of every 

month.  Check with 

office to confirm dates. 

 

State Executive Director 

James Barber 
315-477-6303 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DCP FINAL REMINDER 

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Countercyclical Program will end on JUNE 1, 2011. 

DCP payments are computed using base acres and payment yields established for 

each farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments established by statute 

regardless of market prices. For 2011, eligible producers may request advance direct 

payments based on 22% of the total direct payment. Final direct DCP payments will 

be issued in October of 2011. Please contact Joanne or Steve to make an 

appointment to signup.  

                                       CROP ACREAGE REPORTING 

Timely and accurate acreage reports are required for all past, current and future FSA 

programs. With the exception of the MILC program, all other FSA programs require 

that cropland acreage be reported to FSA. Filing an accurate acreage report for all 

crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can 

prevent the loss of FSA program benefits for a variety of programs.  

The acreage reporting deadlines are as follows: 

 June 15, 2011- fall and spring seeded small grains such as oats, wheat, barley 

and rye. 

 July 15, 2011- corn, soybeans, hay, fruit, and vegetables 

 

Due to the wet spring we have had so far, it is possible that farmers may have 

prevented planting acreage. To be considered timely, producers who request 

prevented planting acreage credit must file an acreage report within 15 days after 

the crop insurance final planting date for the crop. For example, the final planting 

date for corn and soybeans is June 10, 2011. Prevented planting acreage would 

have to be reported by June 25, 2011 for corn and soybeans.  

 

We will be sending out postcards with appointments for acreage reporting in the 

near future. If you are not done planting or cannot keep your appointment, please 

call Joanne to reschedule. We use appointments to process reporting to make 

efficient use of your valuable time. 

 

Please be prepared with the following information when you come into file your 

acreage reports: 

 Date the crop was planted-including seedings 

 Type of hay, for example –alfalfa grass mix, clover-grass, mixed grasses, etc. 

 Intended use of the crop-will corn be picked for grain or chopped for silage 

 

If you are done planting and have not received an appointment, please call Joanne 

and we will get you in as soon as possible. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/NY
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2011 FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Committees is important to all 

farmers.  It is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA County Committees are 

a link between FSA and the agricultural community.  County Committee (COC) members are a critical component 

of FSA operations.  The intent is to have the COC reflect the makeup of the producers and to represent all 

constituents.  This means wherever possible, minorities, women or lower income producers need to be on the 

Committee to speak for these underrepresented groups.  We encourage underrepresented groups in Saratoga 

County to consider nominations for the 2012 County Committee elections. 

County Committees provide local input on: 

 Commodity price support loans and payments 

 Conservation programs 

 Incentive, indemnity and disaster payments for some commodities 

 Emergency programs 

 Payment eligibility 

We are currently in the process of accepting nominations for the 2012 Saratoga County FSA Committee elections.  

This year elections will be held in LAA#2-towns of Saratoga, Stillwater, Clifton Park, Waterford & Halfmoon.  Eligible 

individuals must submit form FSA-669A to be nominated. We have included the form with this newsletter.  To be 

nominated and hold office as a County Committee member, a person must meet the basic eligibility criteria as 

follows: Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA; Be eligible to vote in a County Committee 

election; Reside in the Local Administrative Area (LAA) in which the person is a candidate.   

The Election Period is as follows: 

June 15, 2011 - The nomination period begins.  Start submitting form FSA-669A 

Aug. 1, 2011 - Last day to file nomination forms (FSA-669A) at the local USDA Service Center 

Nov. 4, 2011 - Ballots mailed to eligible voters 

Dec. 5, 2011 - Last day to return voted ballots to the USDA Service Center 

Jan. 2, 2012 - Newly elected County Committee members take office 

Producers interested in the 2012 election process can contact the office for more information. 

PREVENTED PLANTING 

The wet weather has certainly delayed planting for all spring crops.  We want to remind producers that if they are 

prevented from planting a crop due to wet weather there are some deadlines to file a prevented planting report 

with FSA.  In general, a prevented planting report must be filed with FSA within 15 days of the final planting date of 

the crop.  June 10, 2011 is the final planting date for corn.  If you would like to file a prevented planting report with 

FSA, contact our office for more details. 

                                                                              FSA BUDGET ISSUES 

Due to extreme budget shortages in FSA, this will be the last newsletter we will be sending this fiscal year. We would 

like to use email to send producers reminders about FSA programs. Please call and provide us with your email 

address and we will try to keep you up to date with FSA programs.  
 

 

                          

                                

                         

 

 

 

 

                                      DATES TO REMEMBER 

June 1, 2011-Deadline for DCP signup 

June 15, 2011-Deadline for Acreage Reporting-small grains  

July 4, 2011-Office Closed-Independence Day 

July 15, 2011 – Deadline for Acreage Reporting-corn, hay and 

other crops 
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