
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL FROM FSA

DCP& ACRE Signup Continues
Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) & the Average Crop Revenue
Election Program (ACRE) will continue through June 1, 2010. Producers can make use of the eDCP
automated website to sign up, or producers can visit any USDA Service Center to complete their
2010 DCP contract. As in the past, we will schedule office visits with past participants to review the
programs and consider the options. If you don’t get an appointment letter from us, call us so we can
review the program at a mutually acceptable time. USDA computes DCP Program payments using
base acres and payment yields established for each farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments
at rates established by statute regardless of market prices. For 2010, eligible producers may request
to receive advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment. USDA will issue
advance direct payments beginning Dec. 1, 2009. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on
market prices. Counter-cyclical payments are issued only when the effective price for a commodity
is below its target price. The effective price is the higher of the national average market price
received during the 12-month marketing year for each covered commodity and the national average
loan rate for a marketing assistance loan for the covered commodity. An ACRE payment is issued
when both the state and the farm have incurred a revenue loss. The payment is based on 83.3 percent
(85 percent in 2012) of the farm's planted acres times the difference between the State ACRE
guarantee and the state revenue times the ratio of the farm's yield divided by the state expected yield.
The total number of planted acres for which a producer may receive ACRE payments may not
exceed the total base on the farm. In exchange for participating in ACRE, in addition to not
receiving counter-cyclical payments, a farm's direct payment is reduced by 20 percent, and
marketing assistance loan rates are reduced by 30 percent. The decision to enroll in the ACRE
Program is irrevocable. The owner of the farm and all producers on the farm must agree to enroll in
ACRE. Once enrolled, the farm shall be enrolled for that initial crop year and will remain in ACRE
through the 2012 crop year. The June 1, 2010, deadline is mandatory for all participants. USDA will
not accept any late-filed applications.
SURE
The 2008 Farm Bill amended the Trade Act of 1974 to create the Supplemental Revenue assistance
program (SURE).
The SURE program provides benefits for farm revenue losses due to natural disaster that incurred in
the crop years 2008 through September 30, 2011. To be eligible for SURE payments, a producer is
required to obtain crop insurance on all crops in all counties or, if crop insurance is not available, to
participate in the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) except for grazed acreage. However, crop
insurance or NAP coverage is no longer required for crops that are not of economic significance or
those where the administrative fee required to buy NAP coverage exceeds 10 percent of the value of
the coverage.

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the definition of Socially Disadvantaged, Limited
Resource, or Beginning Farmer or Rancher are exempt from the risk management purchase
requirement.
The following are the conditions that trigger SURE payments:
-at least one crop of economic significance must suffer a 10% production loss due to an eligible
disaster condition
-crop of economic significance is a crop that has contributed or would have contributed at lease
5% or more of the total expected revenue from all crops on the farm
- producers in counties declared disaster counties by the Secretary of Agriculture, or in
contiguous counties, or those who show proof of an individual loss of at least 50% are eligible to
receive SURE payments for crop producer or crop quality losses. Losses are measured with
consideration to the whole-farm revenue, which includes crop insurance indemnities and
commodity program payments, so that producers are not paid more than once for the same loss.
At this time no 2008 SURE application sign-up date has been announced. A date for sign up will
be announced soon.
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Federal Crop Insurance News and Alerts
Insured Corn and Soybean producers who due to wet weather
conditions were unable to harvest their crop should contact their
crop insurance agent no later than December 25th to file a Notice
of Loss. In some instances the insurance period ended December
10th for these crops. You may be able to extend coverage if you
call NOW. The Dairy Gross Margin enrollment dates are
December 18th and 19th, 2009. The program protects when
actual income over feed costs is less than expected. Contact your
agent or go to http://www3rma.usda.gov/apps/agents/ to get a list
of agents.

LDP Deadline on Unshorn Lamb Pelts
Eligible producers have until Jan. 29, 2010, to apply for Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDP) for unshorn pelts produced during the
2009 crop year.
Eligible producers must have beneficial interest in the pelts,
owned the lamb for at least 30 calendar days before the date of
slaughter and sell the unshorn lamb for immediate slaughter.
Producers must also comply with wetland conservation and highly
erodible land conservation provisions on all lands they operate or
have interest in.
To qualify for payment, pelts must have been produced by an
eligible producer from live unshorn lambs of domestic origin in
the United States.

Commodity Loans
Commodity loans, also referred to as Marketing Assistance Loans,
are available to producers who share in the risk of producing the
crop. To be eligible, you must maintain beneficial interest in the
crop through the time of application. Beneficial interest means
retaining the ability to make decisions about the commodity;
responsibility for loss or damage to the commodity; and title to the
commodity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the
commodity is ineligible for loan — even if you regain beneficial
interest. The quality of the commodity in farm storage must be
maintained throughout the term of the loan.

BCAP
FSA is currently accepting applications from biomass facilities
interested in participating in the Biomass Crop Assistance
Program (BCAP). BCAP provides financial assistance to
producers or entities that deliver eligible biomass material to
designated biomass conversion facilities for use as heat, power,
bio-based products or bio-fuels. Initial assistance will be for the
Collection, Harvest, Storage and Transportation (CHST) costs
associated with the delivery of eligible materials. Once an
agreement is signed between FSA and a facility allowing
funding through the program to become available, the facilities
can begin accepting materials.
Producers who sell these materials can apply for matching
payments under the collection, harvest, storage and
transportation (CHST) component of BCAP.
A biomass material producer is eligible to receive payments for
two years. The purpose of the matching payments is to assist
biomass producers with the CHST cost of delivering biomass to
a qualified biomass conversion facility. Once a facility becomes
qualified, eligible material owners or producers who deliver
biomass to that facility may be eligible to receive CHST
payments.
Eligible material owners or producers, who market eligible
material to a qualified biomass conversion facility, may apply
for the matching CHST payment at their FSA county office. An
application must be submitted before the eligible material is sold
and delivered to a qualified biomass conversion facility. After
the product is delivered, a producer must provide FSA with
documentation of product quantity, quality and payment rate.
County offices will validate payment requests with information
in the county office and information provided under the terms of
MOUs with the qualified biomass conversion facilities.

For more information about programs in your area, contact your
local FSA office or log onto http://fsa.usda.gov and click New
York under State Offices


